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or work along for a Bill of which they approve? 
Naturally, being conscientious women, they 
voted for the  latter course, they presented a 
Bill, and withdrew it, as several medical men 
wished it t~ recognise insufticient standards of 
training. - 

PRIVATE HOSPITALS AOT IN NEW SOUTH 
’ WALES, 

An Act has been passed in New South Wales 
to provide $01’ the Ggulation and inspection of 
private hospitals, which is to be known as the 
“ Private Hospitals Act, 1908.” N.0 doubt 
the regulation of such institutions by the State 
is needed, but it is greatly to be regretted that 

’ a Nurses’ Registration Act has not first been 
broughti in on behalf of the Australasian 
Trained Nurses’ Association, which was in a 
very strong position to promote a Registration 
Bill. Now that  the teim “ hospital nurse ” 
has been defined by Act of Parliament, we fear 
i t  will be difficult for the promoters of a Nurses’ 
Registration Bill to get behind this definition. 
Further, as The Azistralasinn. Nurses’ Journal 
says, “ it is rather a case of putting the cart 
before the horse to legislate about what a nurse 
may do before we have decided whati a nurse 
is.” 

The teim “ Hospital Nurse ” in the above 
Act “ means a person who holds a certificate 
from a recognised medical and surgical hospi- 
ta l  showing that such person has attended the 
practice of such hospital for not less than three 
gears, and has shown proficiency in medical 
and surgical nursing, and has passed an esanii- 
nation approved of by the Board of Health.” 

Midwifery Nurse ” ” means a 
woiiiaii who holds a certificate from a recog- 
nised lnaternity hospital showing that she has 
attended the practice of such hospital for not 
less than one year, and shonrll profipiency in 
midwifery aiicl nursing, and obstetrics. ” 

A Register of hospital nurses and midwifery 
nurses is to  be established for the purposes of 
the Act, under the Board of Health, such re- 
gisters to contain the prescribed particulars, 
and to be kept in the prescribed form. 

We fear that the Bustralasian Trained 
Nurses’ Association will find the passing of an 
adequate Nurses’ Registration Act, providing 
for the government of the nursing profession in 
the Colony by a representative professional 
council, a more difficult matter than they ap- 
pear to anticipate, now that  a Register of 
Nurses has already ,been established under a 
Statutory AuthoTity. This should proTe fo 
trained nurses the necessity for taking the 
initiat.ive in promoting legislation for their re- 
gistration by the State, or this may be done for 
tIlein on inadequate lines.. 

The term 

presentation to fiOis0 

There was‘ a crowded gathering of nurses in the 
large Dining Hall of the Richmond, Whitworth, . 
and Hardwicke Hospitals, Dublin, last week, when 
Bliss A. 31. MacDonneII, R.R.C., who for so many 
years has held the position of Lady Superinten- 
dent, was presented, on her retirement, with a 
magnificent dressing case, and an illuminated ad- 
clrew from past a i d  present nurse9 trained by 6er. 
Ainongst those present was Niss MacDonnell’s 
successor, Miss Irene C. Keogh. The chair was 
taken by Nrs. Curran, the address was presented 
by Sister Brennan, and Sister Jardine asked Miss 
NacDonnelI’s acceptance of the beautiful-dressing 
case. 

Niss MacDonnell, who mas enthusiastically re- 
ceived, said ‘‘ It is with a full heart and a sense 
of unworthiness that I have listened to the kind 
and flattering terms in which you have referred to 
myself and my work in connection with these hos- 
pitals. If I have been enabled during my twenty- 
one years of service in this institution to carry out 
reforms both in the nursing and administration I 
owe it in  a large measure t o  the love and loyalty 
-cvith which you aided my efforts, and to your noble 
desire that  these hospitals, so dear t o  us all, 
should rank among the best in the nursing world. 
It has been a source of great pride and gratifica- 
tion to me that the long line of nurses who have 
been trained here have not only earned for them- 
selves a high reputation, but have added lustre to 
the institution, which trained and sent, them 
forth to the noblest work which a woman can un- 
dertake, the alleviation of human suffering. Some 
of you have shared the burden and‘ responsibility 
of the work of these hospitals for a long time, 
others for a shorter space; but all of you have 
endeared yourselves t o  me by your true-hearted de- 
votion t o  duty, by your high standard of living, 
by noble qualities of patience and tender pity for 
patients committed t o  your charge. The best wish 
of my heart for sou, my dear friends and col- 
leagues, is that you may find life’s truest blessing 
the satisfaction of having been truly helpful to 
others, and that all happiness may be yours. I 
thank you heartily for this magnificent gift. 
Every time I use it it mill serve to remind me, if 
that were necessary, of the kind heaTts and faith- 
ful comrades, \Those love is my richest heritage.” 

Miss XacDonnell has had a long and honourable 
nursing career, and served as Superintendent of 
the Irish Hospital ,in the South African War, 
where she gained the distinction of the Royal 
Red Cross for her services in this connection. It 
is a satisfaction to her many friends in the nursing 
world that her recent appointment as Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Irish Nurses’ Association mill still keep 
her in close touch with the profession of which she 
i s  a distinguished member, and we are sure that, 
in her greater leisure, she kill still regard it as 
both a duty ancl pleasure t o  further its interests 
by all means in her power. 
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